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Henry boys’ coach raises the bar

Or Monday, Larry McKenzie had a
10 am. practice fur his undefeated
Minneapaoiis Henry boys' basketball
team. And, of course, he spent part ot
e morning discussing Martin Luther
King Ir.. on the day named in his
Ronor.

“1t's impertant, ke Dr. King said, 1o
have a dream,” Mc-
Kencle said, "and to
live out your dream.”

To make sure his
players do that, Me-
Kenzie tries to inspire
them  continually.
Once a week, he
brings 1n a speaker —
a community mem-
ber or maybe a for-
mer athlete, And
before every game and practice his
players recite the Patricts’ creed, which
commits therma to work hard and take
advantage of cvery day.

“We live by that creed,” junior gnard
Tersy Pettis said. “We believe if we
wasle a day, that's not good.”

"Idon't think ] am that grear a coach,
bux I can prepare kids and motivate my
kids,” said McKenzie, who has a 59-5
record in the middle of his third season
as Henry's coach,

*I'm really into positdve motivatdonal
kinds of things, If you can congeive it

Roman Augustoviz

and believe it you can achleve ig.”

Hig first team qualified for the stare
teurpament bur lost in the guarterfi-
nals.

Last season the Patriots won the
Class 34 state title — the school's first in
basketball since back-to-hack champi-
onships in 1944 and '45.

Threc kev starters graduated {em
that 281 team, but the Patriots might
have come back stronger than ever.
Henry iz 10-0 and rated No. 1 in 3A.

“We've got 10 guys who played on
that [champivnship] team,” MeKenzie
said. “We knew we bad a guod group of
Kds. They're very athletic, and this
team {s much deeper. We've got 10 kids
that can play.”

McKenzie scheduled Heney's tough-

esl nonconference games later in the
SO,

DelaSalle and Hopkins are up-
coming on the schedute, as are the two
annuzl conference games against 44
power Minneapohs North,

On Saturday, Henry defeated Duluth
East 93-75 daspite forward Rick Rick-
BIl's 43 points.

“We threw = lod of stoff at [Rickert],
and he was not rattled,” said McKenzie
of the future Minnesots Gogher, “He
made me a believer.”

No doubt Henry's spponents are
equally as impressed.

All five Henry starters average in
double fipures, led by Petris (17 points
per pame} and junior forward Zerek
Knight (15 ppg). Knight also is averaging
11 rebounds. Stephen Neal, a 5-6 fresh-
marn reserve, is scoring just less than 10
points.

Anothel number MeKenzie is proud
afis hiz team prade-point average; nine
of his 12 varsity players made either the
*A" or “B" honor rol last semester.

“When we got here the team GPA
was 1.6, now it's 2.6," he said. "That is
part of the expectations we have created
with our kids.”

The “we" includes athletes such as
former Goghers Clyde Turner, Walter
Bond, Iichard Colfey and Mario Greern,
all of whom have speken to the Henry

team in past seasons. And bosiness
leaders with less recognizable names
cosge In, too, talking about such wide-
ranging topics as drugs and teen preg-
narncies.

“In the African-American communi-
ty, a lot of kids don’t have hope,” -
McKenzie said. “They don't have any-
thing to believe in, Mo matter what their
circumstances are, we tell them to
believe in themselves. That they can
Overcorme.

" ‘You are not the first kid from a sin-
yle family, wot the fivst kid living in pub-
lic housing and not the first kid whose
family is getting financial assistance,
You can make it" "

On the court Henty, which starts one
sophomore and two juniars, has scored
mors than 100 points three times, with
a high of 132 against Biooklyn Center in
the Patriots' second game,

Henry forces foes into turnovers;
Dpponents average 23 per game. Brook-
Iyn Center commitied 48.

All the victories, McKenzie said, haye

made his players more receptive to his .+

ideas.

Basketball is impottant but not lasi-
ing, McKenzie tells the Patriots: " 'You
are the best, I am the hest,” we preach
every single day ta gur kids,”

Reman Augustaviz con be reached at
reugustoriz@siartribune.com




